LEWIS  II,   KING  OF  BAVARIA

his independent fancy. He made a sympathetic impres-
sion on me, although I must confess, with some vexation,
that my efforts towards a pleasant conversation with him
at table were unsuccessful. That was the only time I met
King Lewis face to face, but from his accession soon after
(March 10, 1864) I remained in friendly relations with
him, and in a comparatively brisk correspondence, that
lasted until his death, he always impressed me as a busi-
nesslike, clear-headed ruler, full of the German national
spirit, but caring greatly for the preservation of the federal
principle of the Constitution of the Empire, and of the
constitutional privileges of his country. I remember, as
something outside the domain of practical politics, his
uppermost thought in the Versailles negotiations, that the
German Empire, with the federal presidency, should alter-
nate between the Prussian and Bavarian houses. The
doubts as to how that unpractical idea was to be made
practical were put an end to by the negotiations with the
Bavarian representatives at Versailles, and by the result
of them, according to which the rights which he exercises
to-day were conceded in principle to the president of
the federation, and thus to the King of Prussia, before
the title of Emperor was discussed.

I insert here some examples of my correspondence
with King Lewis, which display the real characteristics of
the unfortunate prince, and possess also in themselves an
intrinsic interest. The technical forms of address are
only given in the first letters.